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"Book IRevtews. 



The Epistles of St. Peter. The Expositor's Bible Series. By Professor J. R. 

Lumby, D.D. New York: A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1893. Pp. xxiv+ 

374. Price, $1.50. 
The literature upon the two Petrine Epistles is comparatively small. There 
is as yet, no large, standard commentary upon them, such as are Lightfoot's 
and Westcott's on the other Epistles. Professor Johnstone's volume on First 
Peter approaches such a work, and Huther's commentary on the Epistles in 
the Meyer series is good. Professor Plumptre's contribution in the Cambridge 
Bible Series is excellent as far as it goes, which may also be said of Professor 
Salmond's treatment of the Epistles in the four volume Schaff Commentary 
on the New Testament. But we yet need something more comprehensive, 
thorough, and final than any of these. Professor Lumby does not furnish us 
with such a work — the nature of the Series to which he contributes this 
volume precludes that. But he makes an attractive and valuable addition to 
the class of literature which we already possess upon the Petrine writings. 
His discussion of the authorship problem, especially as it concerns Second 
Peter, is scholarly and candid, carrying weight toward a continuance in the 
traditional belief that Peter really wrote both Epistles. The difficulties are 
not minimized or slighted, but counterbalancing evidence seems sufficient. 
The exposition is throughout clear, temperate, forceful, and inspiring. Of the 
many commentaries the author has prepared, this is one of the best. 

C. W. V. 

The Biblical Illustrator. Hebrews, Vols. I and II. James. Edited by Rev. 

J. S. Exell, M.A. New York: A. D. F. Randolph & Co., 1894. Pp. 

xv, 653 ; 685 ; viii, 514, respectively. Price, $2.00 per volume. 
The design of this extensive, not to say interminable, series is to furnish 
" anecdotes, similes, emblems, illustrations, expository, scientific, geographi- 
cal, historical, and homiletic, gathered from a wide range of home and foreign 
literature, on the verses of the Bible." That the compiler of this work has 
carried out his programme no one who has seen the volumes will deny. The 
type is brevier, set solid, and a paragraph occurs on an ayerage about once 
in three pages. To the Epistle of Hebrews, 1,361 pages of this sort are 
devoted, that is, 105 pages to each chapter. The amount is just the same for 
the five chapters of James. The complete set of volumes upon the New 
Testament, will be, at this rate, thirty-five or forty in number, or about 24,000 
pages. To read one page with profit could not take less than fifteen minutes, 
so that it would require some 6,000 hours to go through the work once. Pro- 
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